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Newport Beach Stake Public Affairs 

Service Opportunities Update

November 2004

As members of the Church, we have been taught “to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to provide for the widow, to dry up the tear of the orphan, to comfort the afflicted, whether in this church, or in any other, or in no church at all (The Prophet Joseph Smith, Times and Seasons, 15 Mar. 1842, page 732).
Please share these opportunities for community service with your priesthood quorums, Relief Society, Primary and Young Men/Young Women leaders.
1.  Service right in your ward building—During the Christmas holiday, our bishops also have to take care of tithing settlement.  Help your quorums and auxiliaries organize “dinner drop-off” or “snack attacks” for your bishop on the evenings that he has tithing settlement appointments. An easy & enjoyable service project!
2.  Service to a missionary—
**1 Elders and 8 sisters (Yekateinburg Russia Mission in the middle of Siberia)-- warm socks,  disposable cameras, stationary, personal item like hand lotion or after shave and Christmas candy. These particular missionaries came from Mongolia and have little if no support from home. The Mission President has asked that the packages all be sent to him under the same name and he will disperse them,
Elders packages  Mail to: Elder Eritainen, Rabochikh 9 Office 1,620131 Ekaterinburg,

Russia

Sister   packages could be sent to: Sister Eritainen, Rabochikh 9 Office 1, 620131 
Ekaterinburg, Russia

**112 missionaries in the Tokyo Japan South Mission-- The missionaries here have been asked to prepare 72-hour kits for their apartments, instead of regular Christmas gifts. The recent typhoons and earthquakes have made the request even timelier.  There is a need for certain medicines that are unavailable in Japan.  Additionally, US prepackaged foods are needed.


Medicine suggestions- cold medication, Tylenol, ibuprophen, multi-vitamin tablets, vitamin C  (As this is to be for a few days a full bottle isn’t necessary but directions would need to be included)


Food- dried meats, small cans of meats or soups, nuts, raisins, hard candy, dried fruits, crackers, peanut butter, granola-type bars, etc.  


Kits that we are making- 12 Band-Aids, first aid cream, antiseptic hand wash gel, 4 large garbage bags, 12 heavy zip-lock bags, one roll of toilet paper in a baggie, toothbrush and toothpaste, soap, chapstick  (the cost for this kit is around $12)  
Contact Janelle at goxborro@yta.attmil.ne.jp if you are interested.  She will provide shipping addresses, etc.
***78 missionaries in the Ecuador Guayaquil South mission—Native missionaries especially need  white shirts--neck sizes 14 1/2 to 16 (new or gently used), dark socks in sizes small to large, personal hygiene items (deodorant, toothpaste, etc.), pens, pencils and stationery supplies, pocket-sized notepads, 2x3 Pictures of Joseph Smith--The Grove--Jesus Christ--The First Presidency, Larger personal picture of the above for the missionary, conservative ties, Mormon Tabernacle or any Hymn CD, Jerky or Candy, (no chocolate allowed through customs), your personal testimony with a picture-or a personal Christmas message, any personal touches you would like to add for the holidays. The native missionaries are very interested in anything American!!

Package Mailing Instructions: To save on shipping costs you can mail items for several missionaries in the same package. The MM-Elder/MM-Sister in the address stands for a sister package or Elders package. Sister Caldwell will disperse the packages as she sees fit. 

Send all packages via the regular US Post Office-airmail. It will cost about $25 for 4lbs The less the weight the less the cost--a package containing a shirt and some other small items may weigh around 2 lbs and cost would be about $12.00. It is best to put everything in a padded envelope instead of a box (if possible). The weight limit is under 4 lbs. THIS IS A MUST. There is a penalty fee assigned by Ecuador for any package over 4 lbs. (One missionary had to pay $50 for a box of cookies) so please keep the weight as specified. You will also have to fill out a GREEN CUSTOMS form (available at the post office) Please minimize the value of the items in the package to somewhere around $5.00 If the value is higher there is more likely to hold the package at customs. 

Mail all packages to :

Sister Caldwell (MM-Elder) or (MM-Sister)

Mision Ecuador Guayaquil Sur

Casilla 09-06-286

Guayaquil, Ecuador

South America

3.  Help the Homeless— help the Orange County homeless by having a drive!
Organize a canned ham drive, a diaper drive or a blanket drive.  Contact the

Orange County Rescue Mission at 714-258-4450 to let them know of your intentions.
4.  Provide for a Women’s shelter— Christmas can look very bleak for an abused woman with her children.  They leave EVERYTHING behind to flee their homes.  Help make their holidays brighter.  Contact one of these women’s shelters and ask about their needs.
Human Options in Newport Beach—949-737-5242
Women Transitional Living in Orange—714-992-1939 (also looking for entertainers)
Heritage House in Costa Mesa--714-646-2271

House of Hope in Santa Ana—714-258-4450

5.  Help out the family shelter in our area—Orange Coast Interfaith Shelter—

The Interfaith Shelter is located on Wallace Ave. in Costa Mesa.  This is a short-term shelter for families.  How can you help?  Contact Cassie Chapman at 949-631-7213.
6.  Help out in a Soup Kitchen—Someone Cares Soup Kitchen—

Contact Shannon Santos at 949-548-8861.  The soup kitchen is on 19th Street in Costa Mesa.  From Dec. 10-24, they are in need of:

· Gift wrappers
· Entertainers and carolers

· Adopt-A-Family

· Sort/pack toys

· Photographer

· Santa-elves-helpers

7.  Operation Santa Claus, County of Orange—contact Jane Dawson at 714-834-7440.  Helpers will need to shelve toys and gifts, and assist shoppers.  From Nov. 15-Dec. 23.  Santa Ana

8.  Help out S.P.I.N.  (Serving People In Need)--  contact Anne-Marie Vercueil at (714) 751-1101 x 16 .  Help with hygiene kits for homeless living on the streets and in substance recovery programs, food baskets or grocery store gift certificates, Christmas gifts for children in GAPP housing program.
9.  Serve the Boys & Girls Club in Westside Costa Mesa—contact Dan at 949-631-7724.  This predominantly Latino club runs on grants and donations.  Help them organize the holiday party, wrap gifts, sort & pack toys.  Or join their Adopt-A-Family program.  Youth welcome;  16 yrs. Or age and older.

10. Help those suffering with AIDS--  Join the AIDS Services Foundation in preparing food baskets on Dec. 3 & 4th.  Also needed are pull bows, pocket calendars, toys and nutrition bars.  Contact Frank at 949-809-5771 .  Their office is by the airport and easy to get to. Or email fromero@ocasf.org for details.
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